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Welcome to the 10th UNHCR Refugee Film Festival.
We are honoured to celebrate the festival’s milestone anniversary with you. Our deepest thanks go
to all those who supported this event over the past years.

We are happy to see so many of you take an interest every year in the films that depict the stories of
the refugees, internally displaced persons and stateless people.

When we first started this film festival in 2006, the number of displaced persons both inside and
outside their home countries was estimated at around 40 million. No one could ever have imagined
that within ten years this figure would reach almost 60 million. Today, the number of individuals
forcibly displaced as a result of persecution, conflict, generalized violence, or human rights
violations in the world marks the highest on record. It is also the highest annual increase we have
yet to see in a single year.

It is our task to continue raising awareness about these displaced populations for as long as they
continue to suffer in parts of the world. Through the medium of film, we hope to foster a better
understanding of these key issues.

On this 10th anniversary of the UNHCR Refugee Film Festival, we would like to invite you to
commemorate the strength and resilience of the 60 million displaced people throughout the world.
As we watch the films, we must ask ourselves; what more can or must be done to help the displaced,
the receiving countries and the refugee hosting communities? Has our solidarity and willingness to
provide refuge and protection been sufficient? Now, more than ever, we must ask; have we done
enough?
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Every year, through a selection of dramas and documenta-
ries from across the globe, the UNHCR Refugee Film Festival
aims to raise awareness on refugees, internally displaced
persons and stateless people. Ranging from blockbusters to
independent films, the program aspires to shed light on
their situation and contexts, their fears, losses, hopes,
successes, and their despair, courage and resilience.

Let us face the harsh realities through documentaries that
depict circumstances for the Syrians inside Syria, in Jordan
and even in Japan. Or through the tragic drama about a
Cameroonian and Nigerian couple fighting to cross the
Sahara desert in a desperate bid for freedom.

The lineup also includes stories of resilience and hope, such
as a fiction based on the true stories of the South Sudanese
Lost Boys resettling in the US, a documentary of the first
Afghan female boxer who was once a refugee in Iran, or the
portraits of Jamaican sexual minorities seeking asylum in
Canada.

Focusing on the issue of Sexual and Gender-Based Violence
(SGBV), we have selected a film about the women raped
during the war in Kosovo.

One drama depicts the loss of both a home and family
through the eyes of two Japanese siblings following a major
earthquake. This film allows us to connect the tragic disaster
that hit Japan to the issue of displaced populations in the
world.

The Film Festival will also be featuring special guests from
the films, including the filmmakers, actors and protagonists.
Diverse specialists from the civil society, academia, and
relevant prominent figures will also be sharing their experi-
ences with us.

This year, thanks to our partners, sponsors, co-organisers
and supporters, the 10th UNHCR Refugee Film Festival has
expanded to Sapporo and Sendai in the hopes that even
more people can join the festival.
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All films have Japanese subtitles. English provided through audio or subtitles.
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Orphaned by the brutal Civil war in Sudan that began in 1983, a group of South Sudanese refugee
children grow in the Kakuma camp in Kenya. Thirteen years later, the now young adults are given
the opportunity to leave the camp and resettle in America. Upon arrival at the airport, they meet
an employment agency counsellor who has been enlisted to help find them jobs. They strive to
understand each other while they make peace with their histories.
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Deep in the Sahara desert, as he tries to get to Europe, Leonard, a young man from Cameroon,
rescues Hope, a Nigerian woman who has been raped by policemen. In a fiercely hostile world,
where jungle laws of the mafia-controlled, nationality-divided ghetto rule, these two try to find
their way together, and to love each other. Just one step from Spain and their European dream,
they encounter ruthless obstacles.

ATV TURZA L/ TIE=)b, RIS V=Y

DIVET AREIHRANZHAEEER . Spiral Hall 10/3 16:00
ANRA /T ITAZREY {20155 / 7453 / RFa A2 — HIETSH2-5 T
Directed bKJuan Antonio Moreno Amador, Silvia Venegas Venegas ~ Sapporo Plaza2-5 :
Spain, Afghanistan / 2015 / 74 min / Documentary HREWATTT—2 O T3

sendai mediatheque

TIAZRBYDRFRII VT RTROGBNCRF FH 7 - SEI RUISBREP SIS THIC
EDEHEPEM. BFDEMICIIEAMNDEUIESEV #RELTREL W A SV H 50
D% TFLERMBL T ZTOHEREELLIEDNDRT 2T - F—LITBMLUIDIFER 135k
DRI HLWT THZAZ Y AGMEDEERELTRI Y VT EF2 DM ZBIET T4 7,
RO ZDITFICBBADBBERHENIIBIEEDA DTV e,

Sadaf Rahimi is the best female boxer in Afghanistan, but she must deal with her country’s
traditions, fear and her own fate in order to be a free woman. Sadaf and her sister Shabnam joined
the newly created women’s boxing team at the age of 13, when they returned to their country
after being refugees in Iran. Her boxing and academic achievements will turn Sadaf into an
example for many Afghan young women, but her path will not be without threats and difficulties.
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Many Syrians lost their families, houses and towns in the midst of ongoing destruction from the
conflict that started in 2011. They were deprived of a place to call home. This continuing conflict
transformed a fertile country into one where great numbers of displaced citizens have left.
Despite this situation, many Syrians hope eventually to return home, to their beloved Syria. This
film depicts the realities behind this conflict and the desires of Syrian refugees.
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A major earthquake hits Japan. Haruna and her little brother Shota who lost their parents are
taken in by their relatives who take good care of them with affection, and yet the children are far
from happy. Haruna doesn't fit at her new school, while Shota believes that the parents are still
alive. The tension felt by the children spreads to the rest of the family. When things erupt one
day, Haruna decides to act.
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Be advised that some films may contain scenes which some viewers may findl disflbing. The views and opinions expressed i these films do not
necessarily represent those of the sponsors, partners, supporters or other involved in organising the UNHCR Refugee Film Festival. 3Images, texts,
copyrights and trademarks for all films mentioned herein are held by their respective owners and are solely for promotional, non-commercial and
educational purposes.
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Simone, a young lesbian mother, survives being shot outside of her home. She must choose
between living in hiding with her daughter in Jamaica or seek asylum abroad alone. Maurice, a
gay-rights activist, is ousted shortly after filing a lawsuit to overturn Jamaica’s anti-sodomy law.
He escapes to Canada, but decides to return to continue his activism. This documentary explores
the impacts of homophobia through the eyes of two Jamaicans who are forced to choose
between their homeland and their lives.
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In the North of Colombia, a group of farmers worked the land together. Each Family gave their
farm a name to represent their hopes and dreams. The name of this place was Tranquilandia. But
after a decade of systematic violence against its citizens, all that is left now are empty farms and
the spirits of those who were killed. A documentary that gives voice to the people who thought
they were caught in the middle of an armed conflict until they realized they were the target.
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Directed by Isa Qosja
Kosovo, Germany /2014 / 94 min / Drama
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A year after the war in Kosovo when people are rebuilding their lives, a female school teacher is
driven by her inner conscience to give an interview to a journalist, telling her that she and three
other women from the village were raped during the war. An insightful portrait of a Balkan
village, of a patriarchal microcosm, of its mayor who desperately wants to control the village life,
and of husbands who feel forced to behave strong, but act against their own emotional interest.
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Directed by Hajooj Kuka
Sudan, South Africa / 2014 / 68 min / Documentary
Toronto International Film Festival 2014 People’s Choice Award
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For the past few years, the inhabitants of the Blue Nile and Nuba Mountain regions have had to
assemble in refugee camps to find shelter from air raids by the Sudanese government, which
targets civilians indiscriminately using Russian-made Antonov cargo planes. After a raid, it is not
unusual to hear laughter and music ring out from these communities, not just out of relief that
lives have been spared, but also as a means of safeguarding the community's collective memory.
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The life of the media-activists is narrated through daily tragic episodes taking place in Aleppo.
The group of young Media-activists emerges to be a real brigade of the Syrian Resistance against
the Regime, they don't use AK-47 but they use cameras and passion. The story is told from a
participative observer POV (Point of View), edited in an authorial way not to emphasise through
fictional film language what is already a tragedy, but to show it raw as it appears to be in that fatal
reality.
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Admission Guidelines

*No admission fees. Donations are welcome.

*Seats are allocated on a first-come, first-served basis. Seat reservations are
not available.

*Numbered tickets will be distributed 1 hour prior to every screening at each
respective venue.

*Venues will open to audience members 20 minutes prior to every screening
(except in cases where a previous film or Q&A session is still running).
+Audience members should leave the venue when the film or Q&A session ends.
*Those who wish to watch another film must queue for that film.

% Every year, the UNHCR Refugee Film Festival is made possible by generous
contributions from various sponsors and individual supporters. Donations in
support of the Refugee Film Festival and the work of UNHCR are highly
appreciated.
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To commemorate the 10th anniversary of UNHCR Refugee Film Festival, we will
launch an initiative “UNHCR Refugee Film Festival — University Partners”. The
universities involved are our indispensable partners for advocating and studying
refugee issues in Japan and will be raising awareness of those forcibly displaced
through film.

Each participating university will organise film screening events of selected films
from the 10th Refugee Film Festival or films screened during the past editions of
Refugee Film Festival.

Participating Universities and groups:

Aoyama Gakuin University / Kwansei Gakuin University / International Christian
University / Sophia University / Tsurumi University / Hokkaido University Public
Policy School / Meiji University / Meisei University / Waseda University The Hirayama
Ikuo Volunteer Center (WAVOC) / J-FUN Youth

I E 10ElUNHCREERBUBISR AT T 7 b E TBEBfEE WL
unhcr.refugeefilm.org/2015/university

Please visit the 10th UNHCR Refugee Film Festival Official Website for more details.
unhcr.refugeefilm.org/2015/en/university
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[E##/Organiser)

EE#RSEAHE (UNHCR)E HEHPT UNHCR Representation in Japan
T107-0062 RREGBXmFILO-10-11D T AL—TZY 5 —

Wesley Center, 6-10-11 Minami Aoyama, Minato-ku Tokyo 170-0062
TEL:03-3499-2011 FAX:03-3499-2272

[/3— k2 —/In Partnership with)

BHEIFEFEEEAN EEUNHCRIFE Japan Association for UNHCR
T107-0062 RREEXEHILO6-10-11D T X L—TZVH—3F

Wesley Center 3F, 6-10-11 Minami Aoyama, Minato-ku Tokyo 170-0062
TEL:03-3499-2451 FAX:03-3499-2273
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WITECEA  EBMB D#E(ICA) Japan International Cooperation Agency
T102-8012 RREPFRAEX Z&EM]5-25 ZHEH Y5 -

Nibancho Center Building 5-25, Niban-cho, Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo 102-8012
TEL:03-5226-6660
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[Main Sponsors] Canon Inc. / UNIQLO CO.LTD

[Sponsors) Baccarat Pacific K.K. / Japan Visualmedia Translation Academy® / Linklaters Tokyo / Sony Corporation / Toyota Motor Corporation
[Tokyo Screening - In Cooperation with] Istituto Italiano di Cultura di Tokyo / Stance Company

[Sapporo Screening - Co-organised by] City of Sapporo

[Sapporo Screening - In Cooperation with]) Sapporo Plaza2-5 / SAPPORO CINECLUB KINOMADO
[Sendai Screening - In Cooperation with] City of Sendai / Sendai Tourism,Convention and International Association

[In Cooperation with] SUDA SEIHAN Co. Ltd.

[Supporters] Instituto Cervantes de Tokio / Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Japan

[UNHCR Refugee Film Festival - University Partners] Aoyama Gakuin University / Kwansei Gakuin University / International Christian University
Sophia University / Tsurumi University / Hokkaido University Public Policy School / Meiji University / Meisei University

Waseda University The Hirayama Ikuo Volunteer Center (WAVOC) / J-FUN Youth





